Art at St. John’s

Our Intent
At St John’s CE Primary School our intent is that every child should have the opportunity to produce
creative and imaginative work in art. Children at St. John’s are able to explore their ideas and
record their experiences (beginning in EYFS learning journeys and progressing to independent
sketchbook work), as well as exploring the work of others and evaluating different creative ideas.
From Reception to Year 6, children are immersed in progressive units of work which build their skills
and knowledge and encourage them to ‘think like an artist.’

Our Implementation
We teach the National Curriculum for art in both Key Stage 1 and 2. We use a variety of schemes of
work such as Kapow and PlanBee to help us deliver sequenced and engaging lessons that enthuse
children and encourage them to become more curious about the world and the development of
their artistic ability. Children progressively develop their confidence and proficiency in a variety of
techniques including drawing, painting, 3D, printing, collage and digital media. They will also
develop their knowledge of famous artists, designers and craft makers. Bespoke knowledge mats
are produced for each subject identifying prior and future learning opportunities, key vocabulary
and key learning to be assessed as part of the unit of work. Teachers plan design technology lessons
according to our agreed school structure of: Revisit, Teach, Apply, Plenary. Children start their
journey in Reception (EYFS) where children are specifically taught a range of skills which are
essential for future learning in art. This includes exploring colour, using the work of famous artists
as a stimulus and exploring the effects of a range of artistic media. Throughout Key Stage 1 and 2
children explore three art units per year which help them:
 use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
 use sketch books (from Year 3) to record observations and use them to review and revisit ideas
 develop and improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and
sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]
 develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape,
form and space
 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers, architects and designers, describing the
differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their
own work
In addition to the art curriculum, JOY time at Key Stage 2 allows further opportunities for children to
appraise, explore and respond to the work of famous artists. By the time children leave St. John’s,
we want children to have explored and experimented with a range of artistic media and stimulus
which hopefully inspires them to pursue further opportunities in art at high school and beyond!

